
CALENDAR
January 2: School Resumes
January 7: LSPA Meeting, 
7:00pm
January 21: No School, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day
January 26: Pancake Breakfast
January 29: Winter Concert, 
Grades 3-5 (Snow Date Jan.30)
February 6: Early Release Day, 
5th Grade Skating Party

Helpful Links  
Lunch Menu
LSPA Web Site
Lincoln School Web Site
District Web Site

Lincletter Schedule
The Lincoln School Parents' 
Association publishes the 
Lincletter weekly on Mondays 
(except school vacations), with a 
deadline to email submissions to 
both editors the prior Friday.
Only submissions emailed to both 
editors are ensured publication.
Next Issue: 
Deadline: 1/4
Publish date: 1/7
Editors:
Aylin Flanagan & Jenna Barry
aylinflanagan@gmail.com
jennabbarry@gmail.com

The Lincoln School
LINCLETTER
January 2, 2013
Happy New Year!

IN THIS ISSUE
From the LSPA
Holiday Gift Drive
ELL Assessments
Pancake Breakfast
5th Grade Skating Party
Community News

Dear Parents,
We hope you all enjoyed the holiday break with your families and that 
you are back and ready for the new year.
Please join our evening LSPA meeting next Monday, January 7th at 
7pm in the cafeteria.  Enrichment programs are the focus of our agenda. 
We will be discussing what activities are planned for your children this 
year and next, and how we spend our enrichment dollars.  We will also 
be deciding the extent to which we will use Facebook in our 
communications. We welcome your participation in making these 
school-wide decisions.
Hopefully you received Kate Scanlon's email with the Extended 
Learning Winter Term offerings, which start on Monday, January 7th. 
Please contact the school if you did not receive the email. Registration 
slips are due by TOMORROW, Thursday January 3rd, in an envelope 
in the box on the LSPA table with checks made out to Lincoln School. 
Scholarships are available. Assume your child has been admitted to a 
class unless you hear otherwise.  If a class is oversubscribed, there will 
be a lottery. 
Sincerely,
Sarah Girotti and Cristina Seckinger
LSPA Co-Presidents

THANK YOU FOR THE HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE
To the Winchester Public School community:
Thanks to the generosity, kindness and caring of WPS families and 
staff, the 2012 Holiday Gift Drive was a wonderful success.  On behalf 
of the families and myself, thank you so much for your contributions, 
and for ensuring that many children and families will have a happy 
holiday season. None of it could have happened without your support 
and willingness to contribute.  You are all part of a very special 
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community. With best wishes for a Happy New Year,
Anne Ludlow
District Elementary School Social Worker

ELL ASSESSMENTS
Wishing you all a healthy and joyous New Year! Beginning January 8, 
2013, English Language Learners throughout Massachusetts will be 
required to participate in the WIDA-ACCESS for ELLs to assess 
English language proficiency and content knowledge. The test period 
will last up to 5 weeks and will conclude February 14, 2013. Students 
will be assessed in the areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
The test will be conducted over several days and will total no more than 
3 hours. Teachers throughout the district will use test results to 
determine appropriate language and content instruction. If you have any 
questions, please contact your child's ELL teacher, Mrs. Peterson 
mpeterson@winchester.k12.ma.us.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Please save the date for the annual Pancake Breakfast!  Our fifth 
graders will be serving up hot, delicious pancakes on Saturday, 
January 26th, from 8:45 to 11am in the cafeteria.  More information 
will follow, but mark your calendars now! 

5TH GRADE SKATING PARTY
Attention all Fifth Graders:  The 5th Grade Skating Party will be on 
Wednesday, February 6, 2013 (an early release day) from 12:45 p.m. 
to 2:15 p.m. at the O'Brien Rink in Woburn.  Permission slips will be 
sent home in early January.  There will be a nominal cost to attend, and 
students will be responsible for arranging their own transportation.  For 
an additional fee, skate rentals will be available; however, sizes may be 
limited.  If possible, please try to borrow skates ahead of time.  Helmets 
are encouraged but not required.  Hockey sticks and pucks are not 
permitted.  This is a special event for 5th graders only - no siblings, 
please.   Light refreshments will be provided.  Questions may be 
directed to Jen Degnan (jldegnan@msn.com) or Joan and Craig Ziady 
(craig@cummings.com).  Thank you.

COMMUNITY NEWS

WINCHESTER MULTICULTURAL NETWORK
MLK DAY CELEBRATION
A family event featuring renowned storyteller Len Cabral, art work by 
Winchester schoolchildren, crafts & more! Monday, January 21, at 3-
5pm, Metcalf Hall of the Winchester Unitarian Church. The Winchester 
Multicultural Network and the Family Action Network (FAN) invite all 
members of our community-and particularly families with children-to 
join in a celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday on 
Monday, January 21. The free event will feature a performance by 
storyteller Len Cabral, a display of art and writing by Winchester 
schoolchildren, a book fair, craft activities and refreshments. Doors 
open at 3pm. Performance begins at 4pm.
About Len Cabral: Len Cabral is a internationally acclaimed storyteller 
who has been enchanting audiences with his storytelling performances 
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at schools, libraries, museums and festivals since 1976. A great 
grandson of a Cape Verdean whaler whose grandparents immigrated to 
America from the islands off the coast of West Africa. Len's strong 
Cape Verdean ancestry comes alive in his exuberant retelling of 
African, Cape Verdean, and Caribbean folktales as well as original 
stories and tales from around the world. Len is a popular storyteller at 
theaters, schools and festivals throughout the United States and has 
performed at festivals in Ireland, Belgium, Austria, Holland and 
Canada. He is the recipient ot the National Storytelling Network 2001 
Circle of Excellence Oracle Award. The author of a children's book for 
young readers and contributing to several folktale collections, Len also 
has five CD's and audio cassettes featuring a wide range of his favorite 
stories, several receiving NAPPA and Parents' Choice awards. 
WINCHESTER IN TRANSITION (WIT): A CONFERENCE ABOUT 
COMMUNITY
The Winchester Multicultural Network will once again be sponsoring a 
dynamic community-wide conference and invites you to join us for 
WIT 2013 on Saturday, February 9, 2013, 8:30-1pm at the Winchester 
Town Hall Auditorium. The conference is for all those who live, work, 
study, worship, play and conduct business in our town. Last year over 
150 Winchester residents from all segments of our population gathered 
for conversations on ten topics. Participants left heartened and 
empowered by engaging in these face-to-face, provocative civic 
discussions. This year WIT 2013 will build on last years' success with a 
half-day conference that deepens our exploration of four topics that 
surfaced prominently during last year's conversations. An experienced 
facilitator will lead each of the following sessions.

� Stress: The role that stress increasingly plays in our lives, across 
all ages from youth to elderly

� Accessibility: The issue of accessibility, particularly for those 
with limited mobility

� Class: The class issue, often hidden and not discussed openly in 
our suburban community

� Demographics: How is the face of Winchester changing?

Longtime Winchester resident Sol Gittleman, Gantcher University 
Professor in the German Program and Judaic Studies departments at 
Tufts University, will be our dynamic and engaging keynote speaker for 
the morning together. Join community leaders, friends and neighbors as 
we build upon the success from last year. Your perspective is 
important.  For more information, please visit our 
website: www.GetToWIT.org or call 781-729-7100.

TOPS FOR HOOPS PROGRAM
Bringing the joy and excitement of basketball to young athletes with
disabilities. Winchester Youth Basketball Association announces the 
winter 2013 TOPS for Hoops program. This program provides children 
with disabilities the opportunity to play basketball through rule and 
equipment adaptation. Athletes between the ages of 6 and 16 are invited 
to participate in a modified game of basketball once a week. A 
volunteer group of "Junior Coaches" serve as one-on-one buddies with 
TOPS athletes. Schedule begins in January, the program runs six weeks 
from Sunday January 6th and ends Sunday February 10th at Lincoln 
School in Winchester from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Everyone from anywhere 
is welcome. Registration is available at 
www.winchesterbasketball.org. If you are interested in Winchester's 
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TOPS for Hoops program as either an athlete or junior coach, please 
contact Jeff Calnan, TOPS for Hoops Director, at jfcalnan@yahoo.com. 
No prior basketball experience necessary.

WINCHESTER INTEGRATED PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
The Winchester Integrated Preschool located at Lynch Elementary 
School will be holding their Annual Open House on Wednesday, 
January 9, 2013, at 9:30am and 7pm.  The snow date is January 16, 
2013, at 9:30am and 7pm. Please call us at 781 721 7015 or email us at
jopalinski@winchester.k12.ma.us to reserve your spot for a tour of the
building, question and answer session as well as an application period.
We encourage you to review our website 
at www.winchesterpreschool.com prior to joining us for our Open 
House!

PARENT TO PARENT
Parent to Parent will host a "Coffee With The Superintendent" 
on Tuesday, January 29, 2013, from 9:00 am to 10:30 am at the 
McCall Middle School Library. Please join us for a cup of coffee and 
an opportunity to hear directly from our Superintendent William 
McAlduff, who will provide updates on our schools. The format will 
include an open dialogue with the Superintendent and may cover topics 
such as the school budget, curriculum, new and innovative programs, 
school building maintenance, sports programs and more. This is a great 
opportunity to hear first-hand about some of the latest happenings at all 
of Winchester's public schools. Please come with your questions for the 
Superintendent! For more information, 
visit www.parenttoparentwinchester.org  *(Please note there is a snow 
date of Thursday, January 31).
Save the Date! Parent to Parent Presents: Three Workshops on 
Understanding and Interacting with Pre-Teens & Teenagers. Come to 
one, two, or all three!
Back by popular demand, Rick Irving, LICSW will speak to parents 
about effectively communicating with children even before they hit 
adolescence. Rick is a clinical social worker for the Andover Public 
Schools and has a private practice in Winchester. First Session: 
Communicating Successfully with your Pre-Adolescent and Adolescent 
Child (So you don't go crazy!) Tuesday, January 22, 2013, 7 to 9 pm, 
*The First Congregational Church, Palmer Room, 21 Church St., 
Winchester Center. In this workshop, Rick will cover ways to have 
more satisfying interactions with your children, focusing on 
components of adult-child interactions, common communication traps, 
techniques to avoid, and ways to listen for what your child is trying to 
share. He will go over specific language, timing and tone to use for 
various situations and temperamental styles. Parents are encouraged to 
bring questions and situations and will leave with practical ideas to 
try. *Please note: The First Congregational Church has generously 
provided funding and the space to make this series possible; however, 
there will be no religious content in the program. These workshops are 
free and open to the public.
Second Session: The Characteristics of Our Tweens and Teens That 
Make Us Lose Sleep (And how to respond without feeling helpless!)
Tuesday, February 5, 2013, 7 to 9 pm.
Third Session: The Gift of Confidence, Resilience and Competence (So 
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you can watch them handle the world) Tuesday, February 26, 2013, 7 
to 9 pm.
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